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This 1s an activity where you can watch all of your thankfulness grow as a family. Each day you pick one thing or
one thing each to be thankful for and then you add it to a tree, wreath or banner.
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This 1s fun because it also decorates your living space, it’s a constant

reminder that we are focusing on being thankful this month. It is fun to
look at and the kids will likely remember the tradition year to year.

.~ 'There are so many ways to do this. After this page will be printables that you can use to print out the
objects for your fmaily to write the things you are thankful for. The first is simple, it’s a whole tree and you )
just write in on the leaves that are there. Then there is a large tree you can make, a wreath you can make -
. ',- and a banner you can make. You can make something new each year. . ::

Each night have your family go around and write down one of the things that they are
thankful for. They can write it on the leaves of the pages after this and then you can put those
together to make a thankful tree or a thankful wreath or banner.

How to make your thankful things:

Either cut down construction paper or buy fall shades of cardstock. Load them into your printer and print out
the pages with the leaf shapes in different colors. Next cut out the shapes and put them in an easy to reach
spot in your house with a pen so that your family can write what they are thankful for each day. We do this at
dinner time so our pile of leaves sits on our table. When making a tree you can use butcher paper to cut out a
large tree shape or you can take a vase and fill it with sticks and tape your leaves to the sticks. Here are some
examples from the internet.

Tree Ideas:
Check out the Connection Keeping Pinterest Board for ideas

To make the wreath:
Cut out the circle from cardstock. Print out the sheet of smaller leaves in ditferent colors. Have your kids
write a leat a day and then glue them on in bunches. Your wreath will look beautiful and full by Thanksgiving,

To make the Banner:

Print out the banner pieces in any color you like. Punch two holes in the top of each banner flag. Take a very
long string about 60 inches and put the word thankful in the middle. Then add the other banner pieces to each
side as they are written. By Thanksgiving it will be quite full and you can hang it up near your table to
remember all of the things you are thankful for.

Another idea is to buy a white or cream table cloth and fabric markers. Have your kids write what they are
thankful for on the table cloth. You can have them do it once on thanksgiving and then use the table cloth
every year and they can look back on what they were thankful for or you can have them do it everyday in
November and then use the table cloth for thanksgiving dinner.




